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customs duties paid on importation. Tobacco to be manufactured
into cigarettes for exportation is an example of this.
A direct tax may be broadly described as one which falls on the Direct
actual person who pays the tax.	Taxation.
(3)	Estate duty becomes payable to the Crown ^on the death of Death
an individual leaving property the value of which exceeds £3,000.
The duty is paid both upon property which the deceased enjoyed,
and upon the interests to which others succeed on account of his
death. It is payable by the personal representatives on all the pro-
perty of the deceased, whether land, money or goods.
 (4)	Stamp duties are levied upon certain legal instruments, such Stamp
as instruments of transfer of land or stock and shares.	Duties.
 (5)	The income tax is the direct tax which not only yields the Income Tax
largest sum of public revenue but affects directly the pay packet of and Sur'tax«
the majority of workers in the country and all who derive their
income from securities. By the Income Tax Act, 1952, income is
treated as falling under separate heads, called schedules, for the pur-
pose of assessment to tax. In general income tax is levied on all
income arising in the United Kingdom and on the income of residents
in the United Kingdom wherever it arises.
There is a standard flat rate of income tax, but there are important
allowances and deductions which have the effect of making income
tax a graduated tax. The tax applies to the income of trading com-
panies and all corporate bodies (charities excepted) as well as to that
of individuals.
Sur-tax, an additional tax, is a graduated tax on the income of
individuals above a certain figure. At present the tax is levied on the
excess of income over £2,000, the rate rising with the amount of
such excess. There are additional taxes on the profits of trading
corporations.
From a constitutional point of view something must be said about Administra-
the administration of these taxes. The Commissioners of Inland
Revenue are charged with the general management of the taxes
and represent the interests of the Crown, i.e. the general body of
taxpayers. The duties of the Commissioners in each district (the
civil parish is the normal unit) are carried out by Inspectors, whose
areas cover a number of adjoining districts. Inspectors are civil
servants with an expert knowledge of tax law who are responsible
for details concerning assessments and for dealing with claims and
allowances. Also under the Commissioners of Inland Revenue are
collectors of taxes. In each district there is a body, known as the
General Commissioners (Commissioners of the General Purposes
of the Income Tax); this body, which contains no official element,
holds office independently of the Inland Revenue Commissioners,
and is a tribunal interposed between the Crown and the individual

